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Anti-Bullying Week

The Youth Service, as part of Anti-Bullying Week

has a booked production called Cyber Scream

which will take place on Saturday, 21st November

at South Devon College, from 6pm to 8pm.

The theatre group has bookings around England

and we are fortunate in managing to get them to

perform here in Torbay.

The production is for 11-19 year olds and focuses

on cyber bulling and disability and will be an inter-

active event.

We have 200 places to fill which will be shared

between the Secondary Schools, South Devon

College and the Youth Service and any other

organisations that would like to take part.

Please take the time to talk to your young people

about this subject. It is a common form of bullying

and we are sure that they will be interested in

coming and taking part in what is a national

initiative around the subject.

If you wish to attend with a group or have young

people who would like to attend, please contact

Karen Rundle on 206481 or email

karen.rundle@torbay.gov.uk with the name of the

group that you would like to bring, together with

numbers.

Welcome to the November issue

of Torbay Youth News. Funding to enable us

to produce and circulate Torbay Youth News

has come from the Change Up programme.

Many thanks to Voluntary Youth Service

Devon for gathering together information for

the newsletter.

Contact details
Please submit any articles, reports, etc to:-

TORBAY YOUTH SERVICE

Oldway Mansion, Torquay Road,

Paignton, TQ3 2TE

Telephone: 01803 206481

Fax: 01803 208225

Email: karen.rundle@torbay.gov.uk
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Your ideas/articles

This is your newsletter. If you have any good news

stories, training events, etc from young people etc

please send them in for publication. We particularly

welcome articles from Youth Forum members and

young people.

TOFFY

Update

TOFFY are pleased to

announce that there is up

to £1,000 now available

to help voluntary groups with their running costs.

This will be ongoing until the end of March 2010,

or until the funding has been allocated.

How Can We Apply For It ?

A young person from your group, with adult

support, can fill out a Toffy group application form

– it’s that simple!

Youth Capital Fund

Unfortunately all the capital money has now been

allocated to groups, so no more applications can

be considered for things like mini-buses and

equipment. More funding will be available from

April next year, but half of the money will be

awarded through a Dragon’s Den style event..

Basically, groups will be invited to come along and

pitch for money from the Dragon’s (Toffy Panel).

This will be aimed at supporting activities /

projects that are in the identified disadvantaged

areas and local authority capital priorities.

To get an application form, you can telephone

Karen Rundle on 206481 or email

karen.rundle@torbay.gov.uk or they can be

downloaded from www.my-bay.org.uk.

On the buses for a

£1.00 !!

In response to the views of young people and the

Torbay Youth Parliament, Stagecoach is to

introduce discounted bus travel for young people

to get around the Bay for less.

Young people aged 16-19 will be able to buy a bus

ticket for a flat rate of £1.00 which entitles them

to unlimited travel throughout Torbay from 6pm

until 10.30pm daily.

The scheme will be piloted in December and if it’s

a success, it’s hoped that the offer will continue

into the future. Stagecoach is investing in the

scheme to encourage more young people to travel

by bus in the evenings than would otherwise have

done so, therefore generating extra customers.

The Youth Service will be co-ordinating and

publicising activities throughout the month to

generate higher numbers of young people

travelling to more events.

For more information please contact: Jo

Penhaligon on 208221 or email

joanne.penhaligon@torbay.gov.uk
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UKYP Elections

You may or may not be aware that it’s the time of

the year when we start the election process to

elect the next member of Youth Parliament for

Torbay. Last year’s election was an amazing

success. Already we

have received many

nominations from young

people who are really

keen to stand to become

the next MYP (Member of Youth

Parliament) but we are really keen for as many

young people as possible to have the opportunity

to stand for this role (or at least know about this

opportunity).

The aim of the UKYP is to give young people across

the UK the opportunity to air their views to local

and national government and

organisations that have an impact on

young people’s services.

The UKYP is all about addressing

the big issues which affect young

people's lives such as things to do and places to

go, affordable public transport, bullying and sex

and relationships education.

UKYP is run by young people for young people and

provides opportunities for 11-18 year-olds from all

over the UK to use their voice in creative ways to

bring about social change.

They have over 500 elected members and

thousands of supporters so if you would like the

chance to run please fill out a form and send back

to the address on the form THANK YOU and good

luck!

What We’ve

Done So

Far ….

The members of Youth Parliament have been

focusing on Transport / EMA / Sexual Health /

Bullying. The young people recently facilitated a

big question time debate at South Devon College

in which they had over 100 young people attend.

Panel members for this debate included

representatives from Stagecoach as well as the

local Member of Parliament, the Mayor, significant

Councillors and the People’s Commissioner for

Torbay etc.

The issues debated focused on Transport, Bullying

SRE and Alcohol and Drugs. There have been

“Being elected as MYP has probably been the

most colourful and enriching experience of my

life. From the weekly meetings, to the regional

residential, to the House of Lords; the

opportunities being given to me directly through

Youth Parliament have been amazing to say the

least!”

Ahmed El’houdiri Current Deputy Member of

Youth Parliament 2009

“The role of Member of Youth Parliament can be

life changing for so many positive reasons as you

never know what will happen next. One day I will

be meeting Councillors to discuss issues of

concern for young people locally, the next day I

am part of a conversation in which we are

discussing a decision for a £5million youth centre

in Torbay, not to mention the trips to the House of

Lords etc”.

William Bowles Member of Youth Parliament.

2008
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many successful outcomes from this event, but the

most high profile outcome has come from a recent

announcement from Stagecoach who has

announced a £1 bus travel initiative for teenagers

across Torbay.

They have also

had the chance

to appear on the

BBC Politics

Show debating

Torbay Youth Service’s budget and how it is

utilised. Then on Friday, 30th October, over 300

young people from around the country took over

the House of Commons Chamber.

It was the first time anyone other than MPs have

debated in the Commons and sat on the green

benches. The historic move saw elected 11-18

year-old Members of Youth Parliament debate

issues of concern to young people across the UK.

The five issues debated were:

• Lowering the voting age to 16

• Youth crime and how to tackle it

• Public transport for young people

• Jobs for young people and the economy

• University fees

This was what Ahmed said in the House of

Commons.

I think all people need, in order to be able to vote,

is to be educated and know what they are voting

for, and if a 16-year-old is educated enough in that

way, they should be able to vote.

This was a great opportunity for Ahmed and I’m

sure it was an experience he will never forget.

Also coming up for the UKPY members there will

hopefully be another opportunity to go to the

House of Commons again, this month to meet up

with an official decision maker to discus EMA.

Hopefully this will be another great experience.

Positive Press

Positive Press, a group of young people who meet

every Thursday at

Paignton Library,

have been working on

an exciting new project lately … the take over of

My-Bay! (www.my-bay.org.uk).

They are working together to improve it and make

it a great site for all young people aged 11-19 in

Torbay to use and add new sections that you all

seem to want!

So … look out for changes soon.

Before this project, they produced

a fantastic video for a competition,

showing how ‘youths’ are seen in

the media. ‘Raw Deal or Truth

Told’, their video, is edgy and shows

exactly how many young people feel

the media is unfair.

If you haven’t seen it yet, check it out in the

interactive section of the My-bay website.

If you want to come along, have fun and make a

difference, simply turn up at 7pm at Paignton

Library!

The e-mail address is newsflash@hotmail.co.uk if

you have any comments or questions.
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Arena

Ever tried Street Dancing?

Break Dancing? Dj’ing?

The re-opening of the Arena at Paignton Theatre

every Friday at from 5.30pm to 9pm kicks off with

a professional street/break dancer Simon,

teaching you how to master some awesome moves

and show you his skills.

Then at 7.30pm, the Arena gives you a chance to

learn, practice and show off how you DJ on the

decks, with skilled DJ’s there to help you improve

your talent and show off what they can do!

Of course it’s also a great place for you to just chill

out, have a laugh, and meet new friends.

For more information about either of these groups

please contact Polly Jeffcoat on 07917 597008 or

email polly.jeffcoat@torbay.gov.uk

International

Summer Camp –

Germany

In the summer, a group of young

people went on a media themed

holiday to Hamelin in Germany. For

some weeks before they went, the

group met up to get to know one

another, plan some of the trip and ‘attempt’ to

learn some German! This is what one of the happy

campers has to say…!

“For the first two weeks, we stayed on a lovely

camp with other young people from around the

world - Russia, Ukraine, Poland and Germany; it

was awesome meeting different people and

making new friends! The whole time was

crammed with exciting, once in a lifetime

experiences, like visiting film studios and actually

using the professional equipment to make our own

programmes, using the editing suites and seeing

the pro’s at work!

We also we able to see all the different studios and

meet some of the famous people on the television

in Germany! We went to a huge newspaper factory

and learned all about the process and saw the

papers been printed, it was really

interesting and we all had so much fun!

(Especially as they gave us a

newspaper that had just been printed

for the next day!)

On the camp we had a ‘Mac Shack’, full of Apple

Macs that we all used to make videos and news

articles of what we had been up to so we could

show the other campers, most of these were full of

hilarious photos of the crazy times we were all

having! The Mac’s were brilliant and it was a great

way to speak to people at home.

There were so many fun games and activities going

on every day, as well as visiting the open air

swimming pool, shopping in the city of Hanover,

horse riding, canoeing, acting, seeing the pied

piper, going to a theme park, fund-raising in town,

singing, discos, dancing and so SO much more!

There was NEVER a quiet moment!

After the two weeks, the whole camp travelled to

Berlin for 3 days, all I need to tell you is WOW! We

stayed at a hostel in the city and visited all of the

main sights which were amazing. I had the best

time, especially seeing the massive filming studios

which they call, ‘the Hollywood of Germany’. After

that we of course went shopping!

So many friends were made and laughs shared,

I’m sure we all had the greatest time, learning

about other cultures and traditions learned a lot

about different types of media, experienced so
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many once in a lifetime things and would jump to

go again next year!

Every Wednesday we still meet up and are putting

together presentations for different meetings and

events to share our experience, and show off how

much fun we had! Especially as there are

thousands of photos…it would be rude not to

share!

The International Camp will hopefully happen

again next summer in the Ukraine and I would

encourage any young person to go, it’s a chance of

a lifetime!

V-Talent

Spaces on next years V-Talent project have almost

all been allocated. The project offers young adults

(16-25) the opportunity to volunteer full time – 30

hours per week in services for children and young

people. There is financial support offered with this

project in which each volunteer could claim up to

£100 per week dependant on personal

circumstances.

Some of the most successful placements this year

have come from young adults who have been a

service user, have then started volunteering, and

now have the opportunity to pursue this as a

career.

We currently only have 5 volunteer spaces left to

allocate, although the project will not start until

March 2010 and although we have not advertised

this project, we have already allocated 15 spaces

(subject to interviews) due to a high volume of

interest.

“I was already a volunteer at a Youth Club on

Wednesdays and wanted to see if I could take it

further so I asked a Youth Worker for more

information to see if I could do more.”

Young Volunteer

For more information please contact: Paul Savill

on 07825 735007 or 01803 402752 or email

paul.savill@torbay.gov.uk

Your Bay,

Your Say

Young people from

all over the Bay were

invited to come along

to share their views

at Your Bay, Your Say

at South Devon

College on Friday, 16th October, as part of Torbay

Council’s events for Local Democracy Week 2009.

Your Bay, Your Say was organised by

representatives from Torbay’s Youth Parliament

and Youth Cabinet and was aimed at young people

aged 11 – 19.

Young people had the opportunity to take part in a

variety of activities and share their views on

current issues affecting their age group in the Bay.

Many of Torbay’s local secondary schools

supported the project by enabling their pupils to

attend. The event included various stalls, a House

of Commons style debate, details of Torbay’s Youth

Cabinet and the official launch of the Torbay Youth

Parliament Elections.

Torbay Council’s Cabinet Member for Children’s

Services, Councillor Anna Tolchard, said: “We are

always very interested in what young people have

to say, it helps the Council prioritise the services

we can offer to help them achieve their full

potential and enjoy a happy and healthy upbringing

in the Bay.”

Your Bay, Your Say event was extremely successful

and we had a really good turn out, and the debate

was a success. We got some really good
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I was at the Your Bay, Your Say and we held a

debate over 4 topics:-

• Transport

• Sex and Relationships

• Bullying

• Drugs and Alcohol.

These were the main one’s we talked about and

we heard so many points and opinions. I was

asked by Tori Jeffcoat to write a paragraph

about bullying to open the debate and I wrote it

down and when it came to the day of the event I

was really nervous and scared.

So when it was my turn I went up and said what

I needed to say and when I had finished I was

proud of myself for going up there and doing it

and I feel that I got my opinion and a point

across to every one about bullying. This is what

I said:-

What is bullying:

There are different types of bullying for example;

Emotional, Physical, Cyber and there is also

Psychological bullying.

Bullying affects so many people in schools and

in work places more than you realise. In worse

case scenarios some people don’t realise their

friend is being bullied until it’s too late. We

want to put a stop to bullying in the Bay once

and for all. To do this we need your help.

By Michelle Bullock

responses; we had the launch of the Youth Cabinet

sub-groups, and the launch of the UKYP elections.

Here are some additional comments from

members of the Youth Cabinet and members of

UKYP:-

Alex Wright said “It was a very good event, I felt I

could get my point across, I just hope some points

I gave will get made a reality”

Alistair Harrison said “It was a great experience,

had good fun doing my best David Dimbleby

impression”

Michelle Adams said “I thought that it was fun, a

good opportunity to get our voices heard and a

good opportunity to gain presentation skills”.

Tom Wilkinson said “It was amazing; a fun filled

event and I think everybody’s thoughts got heard

really well”.

Evening

Events For

Young

People
The Youth Service and Groundwork South West

have teamed up to provide a timetable of activities

for young people aged 11-19 year old in Torbay.

The free activities will take place at various times

from 6pm at outdoor play areas at Barton,

Roselands, Goodrington, Watcombe, The Willows,

Ellacombe, Furzeham and Victoria Park.

Mobile artificial lighting will be used to enable

young people to take advantage of the multi-use

games areas on winter nights. Qualified coaches

and equipment is provided to enable young people

to decide what activities they want to do. Activities

are open to everyone, regardless of ability; and for

those who wish to improve their skills, there will be

opportunities to take accreditation for certain

sports.

53 sessions will take place at the various parks

from November until 20th April. Sessions run for

two hours and a full timetable is available on the

MyBay website at www.my-bay.org.uk

Some events may be postponed due to severe

weather and young people are asked to check on

the day if the event will take place by calling:

07919 127625.
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Polly’s a

Winner!

Torbay Council's involvement in

the recent National Customer

Service Week, which aims to

acknowledge all the excellent work staff does on a

daily basis, has been hailed a huge success.

The week culminated in a prize giving ceremony at

Torquay Connections to recognise those who have

achieved outstanding customer service and won

their category. The awards were presented by

Mayor Nick Bye.

Cabinet Member for Community Engagement,

Councillor Louisa Aiton, said: "I am very proud to

work with so many good people who day after day

demonstrate their commitment to the Council and

the essential services we provide. Congratulations

to all those who have won the awards -- they

deserve our thanks and recognition!"

Working with Young People category for someone

'who has helped to change a young persons' future

or to set up a successful youth facility the young

people love to use' was awarded to Polly Jeffcoat,

Youth Arts Development Worker.

Polly was described as someone who has set up a

Friday night youth provision after talking to some

young people who felt that there was nothing for

them to do that night.

The young people who attend have expressed how

valued they feel and how much they enjoy being in

a position of responsibility with teaching, through

peer education, other young people skills such as

dancing and DJ skills.

Well done Polly !

Torbay Youth Cabinet is going really well and

we have just gone in to sub-groups!!!

But before we did that we had about 6 training

sessions with cool people to tell us different

things that we needed to know ...

The sub-groups are:

1. Be Healthy and Stay Safe

2. Make a Positive Contribution

3. Achieve Economic Well Being

On Monday, 28th September it was the first

sub-group “Be Healthy and Stay Safe” and on

Monday, 5th October “Achieve Economic Well

Being” and then it’s “Make a Positive

Contribution”.

Each week one sub-group is meeting and then

after that the Youth Cabinet will meet to talk

about what we did in the sub-groups and what

we came up with and what affects us the most

in the Bay!!!

We have got new people who are going to help

us with the sub-groups and they are:

1. Jamie , Mandy and Steve

2. Paul, Tori, Emma, Will and Susanne

3. Debbie

I think that this will be good for the Youth

Cabinet because we meet new people and we

are doing something else.

By Shez Bullock
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The mobile provision in schools has had an impact on the evening sessions with an increase in

numbers and awareness. Also good relationships have been built across schools in Torbay such as

Paignton Community & Sports College, Torquay Community College and Brixham College.

Combe Pafford has been targeted for November with the intention of working closely with the school to

target young people who will benefit from project based work.
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Young Verifiers –

You’re Welcome

What is a Young Verifier?

If you choose to become a young verifier you will

be part of the Government’s initiative called

‘You’re Welcome’ which aims to make health

services young people (11-19) friendly. Health

services include health centres, clinics, doctor’s

surgeries, and other services like Health Wize and

TIC TAC.

What will I be asked to do?

All health services will have to ‘You’re Welcome’ by

2020. This means that they have completed the

toolkit which services have to complete to show

how they are young person friendly, had a

verification visit or inspection and been awarded

the ‘You’re Welcome’ status and given a plaque to

display.

As a young verifier you will be part of much of this

process as you can including choosing which

services should be selected to become ‘You’re

Welcome’, assessing toolkits which have been

completed by services to judge their evidence and

probably the most exciting part of the process, the

verification visit, where you can see for yourself

whether or not a service has met the requirements

to be ‘You’re Welcome’.

How much time will it take?

Well, this depends on how much time you can give.

If you are studying at school or college then this

must be priority for you. We will give times and

dates of when we will be meeting and carrying out

visits which we will try to fit around you but there

will be times when you can’t make a meeting and

this is fine. We would like young people to be part

of the process as much as possible so we will try to

make meetings at suitable times for you.

What’s in it for me?

This is a great opportunity and will give you the

chance to shape services for you and all young

people in Torbay.

Have the opportunity to go to regional meetings

with high profile professionals in the NHS.

A great addition to your C.V or record of

achievement.

Improve your confidence and self-esteem.

Have your say in young people services, talk to

professionals on getting it right for young people.

Great experience for careers in youth work and the

NHS.

Accreditation.

To be at the forefront of this new national initiative

check it out for yourself at

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/PublicationsAndStatistic

s/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH

_4121562

If you are interested in becoming a young verifier

please email Emily Wilebore on

emily.wilebore@torbay.gov.uk or call 01803

557870 for more details.
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VYS NEWS

John Paul Getty Charitable

Trust - The trustees have

now decided to wind down

the Trust over a period of

between 5 to 10 years

which means that they will

be increasing the level of annual spend and will be

looking for opportunities to award a number of

more substantial grants that will have an enduring

impact. The Trust can award grants towards both

revenue and capital costs. However, the trustees

will not normally approve grants to cover more

than 20% of a charity's entire annual running

costs. Main grants can be between £10,000 and

£250,000 over a period of 1 to 3 years. Small

grants of up to £5,000 are also available for

smaller charities. Grants may be awarded in as

little as 2 to 3 months. For details ring 020 7486

1859 or see www.jpgettytrust.org.uk/index.html

National Young Filmmakers Award 2010 is now

open to any young filmmakers up to the age of 19.

The awards are showcasing the best new

filmmaking talent in the UK and they're looking for

the best short films from the movie makers of the

future. Films can be of any type and genre. Films

must be under 10 minutes and must have been

made in the last year. All short listed films will be

screened at a special event in the 2010 Leeds

Young People's Film Festival in front of a panel of

industry specialists including filmmakers,

producers, journalists and funders. The winning

films in each age group will receive a £250 cash

prize towards their next project. The deadline for

entries is the 18th December.

http://www.swscreen.co.uk/news/young-

filmmakers-award-2010.html

National Youth Theatre – applications are now

being accepted for auditions/interviews for 2010

and the nearest are being held in Plymouth. It is

open to young people aged 13-21 who want to get

involved in theatre, films, live performances,

recordings, radio, TV, writing, journalism etc.

Auditions are for those who want to act and there

are also interviews for those who want to be

involved in one of the technical departments such

as stage management, lighting, costume etc. For

more details go to www.nyt.org.uk and the

deadline is 8th January.

DISCLAIMER – VYS (Devon) accepts no

responsibility for any errors or omissions.

Whilst every effort has been made to ensure

details are correct, VYS (Devon) cannot endorse

events or items mentioned in this newsletter.

This document can be made available in other languages, on tape, in

Braille, large print and in other formats. For further information please

contact 01803 206481.


